
2013-2014 Allegheny Branch Activities

Jeff Newman – Lycoming College
Branch Officers Meeting

May 17, 2014



Organized by Jen Koehl – 109 participants



Co-sponsored by Powdermill Nature Reserve (PNR)

• PNR is the environmental research center of the 
Carnegie Museum of Natural History

• PNR sponsored (travel, hotel, honorarium) speaker 
Dr. James Kotcon, West Virginia University.

• Two presentations.
– Friday 3:00 PM “Organic Farming”

• Lecture open to public (no registration necessary) 
• Part of their mission to educate the public

– Saturday 11:00 AM Pest Management using Biological Agents



• Meeting was advertised on PNR website
• Participation was included in their annual report
• ABASM provided 3 free registrations and Friday 

evening dinner tickets

Co-sponsored by Powdermill Nature Reserve



Co-sponsored by Tri-Beta

• Local chapter (Upsilon Gamma) of 
Beta Beta Beta Biology Honor 
Society sponsored dinner and 
registration for St. Vincent students 
to encourage attendance.

• Tri-Beta students organized student 
activities for Friday evening and 
Saturday Lunch



Lycoming College Meeting 
Williamsport, PA - November 7-8, 2014

• Williamsport PA, is at the eastern edge of the Allegheny branch area
• Allegheny branch tends to focus on undergraduate research
• We hope to co-sponsor, cross advertise with Eastern Branch.
• PUI’s in Eastern PA Branch will specifically be invited.



Co-sponsored by Tri-Beta

• Local chapter (Rho Gamma) of Beta 
Beta Beta Biology Honor Society will 
run registration area serve as 
facilitators/general assistants

• Tri-Beta students will organize 
student activities/run labs for 
educational activities Friday evening 
and career-focused activities during 
Saturday Lunch

• Hope to establish an ASM student 
chapter



Friday Afternoon/Evening 
Educational Activities/Labs/Workshops

• In 2009 Lycoming was awarded an NSF 
MRI-R2 grant (Stimulus) for instruments 
to characterize novel microbes
– Biolog Omnilog
– MIDI-FAME
– HPLC with diode array detector

• Lycoming is a member of GCAT-SEEK 
to bring NextGen sequencing to 
undergrad curriculum
– Shared runs sequence isolates for <$200



Friday Afternoon/Evening 
Educational Activities/Labs/Workshops

4 Hands-On Workshops available (twice)
• Biolog GenIII plates with participant 

sample (sponsored by Biolog!)

• MIDI-FAME with participant 
sample

• Pigment HPLC with participant sample

• Genome Analysis with RAST 
– drawing for participants to get a 

microbial genome sequenced 
(value ~$175)
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Career Programming for Students

• During Saturday Lunch
• 10-15 min presentations followed by 30 min of 

questions for panel
– Medical School Admissions

(TCMC Representative)
– Clinical Lab Sciences

Williamsport Hospital CLS program director
– Graduate School - TBA
– Environmental Jobs

Lyco Alum Geoff Smith, PA Fish and Boat Commission


